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Slaked lime and other dlternatives
apples

B. Plisek’
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nutrient contents in fruit (mg/100g fresh weight) 36,5 and 29,9 N (**);
22,4 and 20,6 P; 106,4 and 113,9 K; 3,5 and 3,8 Ca; percentage of healthy
fruit after storage 76,9 and 91,2 (**). The relatively high yield from the
pruned trees shows that the pruning was not too severe. In 1989 no trees
were winter-pruned. In spite of this the effect of the previous year’s
pruning was striking. The results of pruned and unpruned trees follow in
order and in units as above: 16,1 and 36,3; 88,7 and 61,9; 27,33 and 25,4
N; 15,9 and 12,1 P (**); 129,1 and 92,6 K (**); 3,53 and 5,63 Ca (**).
Unfortunately the results of storage could not be evaluated.

Conclusions

Calcium sprayings improve the ‘storage potential of apples. In recent litera-
ture several CaCl, applications are recommended rather later in summer.
Under conditions of low risk of early (on tree) bitter pit incidence the
calcium sprayings can be replaced with dipping the fruit after harvest in a
calcium bath. Our experiments have shown that slaked lime is a useful and
more natural alternative to calcium chloride. The most natural measure im-
proving storage potential of apples is selecting suitable cultivars, minimiz-
ing the winter pruning and avoiding excess N and K nutrition of the trees.



