
This study compares the cultivation of the apple variety Topaz grafted on rootstocks M25 
and M9 in organic production. In the evaluated seven-year period, vegetative (stem 
circumference, annual growth of shoot length) and generative (yield amount, fruit quality) 
parameter as well as time demand (yield, mechanical soil treatment of tree strips) have been 
recorded and analyzed. Topaz×M9 trees attained first full crop in 2014 (3 years after 
planting), whereas the yield per hectare developed more slowly with Topaz×M25 trees. In 
2016, hectare yield of M25 trees finally approached those of M9 (29,6 t/ha, -7% compared 
to M9). Moreover, M9 trees revealed bigger fruits with a higher intensity of covering colour. 
In contrast to that, tree maintenance was 27 man-hours less for M25 trees in 2017. The 
rootstock M9 proofed its potential in the fast development of yield numbers and good fruit 
quality. With abandoning mechanical tree strip treatment in 2017 and an approach of yield 
in 2016, the qualities of Topaz×M25 became apparent in the long-term. Since M25 trees 
have not yet reached their full bearing potential, a concluding evaluation is still to come. 
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