
The inter- and transdisciplinary research project EGON (2017-19) gives scientific support to 
the development of organic fruit varieties in the project Apfel:gut. Genetic diversity of 
heirloom and/or underutilized apple and pear varieties is used in a community of breeders 
and farmers in this project. The breeding approach is conceptualized as ‘commons-based
organic fruit breeding’. Ecological-economic, organizational, and genetic evaluations are 
carried out to assess the ecological, societal, and economic impacts of this breeding 
approach. The specific needs of organic fruit breeding require strategies that are especially 
designed for the development of organic varieties. These strategies include a focus on the 
use of robust, heirloom and underutilized varieties as parental varieties, on-farm breeding, 
and selecting solely under organic agricultural conditions. 
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