
Six orchard floor management systems (OMSs): bare ground as control, reflective mulch, 
composted manure, reflective mulch placed over composted manure, green manure and 
bent grass as a companion plant cover were set up as replicated, randomized plots in an 
establishing ‘Honeycrisp’ apple orchard. The objective was to suppress weed growth and 
enhance tree development. Reflective mulch was found to be most useful among all OMSs 
in suppressing weeds, increasing photosynthesis and producing fruits. 
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