
Temperate fruits account for some 70% of retail organic fruit sales in North American 
markets. Production in North America is concentrated in the western states, particularly 
California and Washington, and in similar environments in Chile and Argentina.  Consumer 
demand for organic fruit in North America has grown each year, with sales value up 123% 
from 2011 to 2015. Berries (especially blueberries) and apples have experienced significant 
growth in production area to meet the demand. Many food retailers have added organic fruit 
to their offerings, and are looking for year-round supply to attract and retain organic 
consumers, who are generally their most profitable customers. Thus, there is more focus on 
storage and post-harvest management in the industry. Quality expectations for organic fruit 
by both consumers and retailers are similar to conventional. While most organic fruit 
production is currently profitable, converting poor performing conventional fruit blocks has 
not been a successful economic strategy for most growers. 
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