
Utilization of insect predators as a pest control agent is a very valuable tool in plant 
protection. Predation cards (sentinel prey) with aphids and codling moth eggs were used to 
evaluate a predation activity in 3 apple orchards (1, 2, 3a) in the Czech Republic in years 
2016 and 2017. In 2017 one more site was added (orchard 3b). Monitoring took place from 
the end of May till the turn of September and October. The average predation rate was 67, 
18 and 43 % for aphids and 15, 5 and 7 % for codling moth eggs in orchard 1, 2 and 3 
respectively in 2016. The average predation rate was 75 %, 31 %, 60 % and 48 % for aphids 
and 12 %, 7 %, 10 % and 11 % for the codling moth eggs in orchard 1, 2 3a and 3b 
respectively in 2017. The highest predation activity was reported from the end of June to 
August. In the orchard 1 there was 100% predation rate at this time due to high abundance 
of earwigs in 2016 and 99,33% predation rate in 2017. 
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