
The development of an effective scab control management, that uses fungicides during the 
scab season, which either contain no copper at all, or only a minimized amount, is the aim of 
the collaborative BÖLN research project ‘Advanced development of a strategy to reduce 
respectively substitute the use of copper in the apple scab control strategy in organic fruit 
growing’. Research was conducted in five different locations (DLR Rheinpfalz, Klein-Altendorf;
ÖON, Jork; KOB, Bavendorf; LfULG, Dresden-Pillnitz; Bio-Protect GmbH, Konstanz). Before 
performing field trials, alternative products and their combinations were tested under laboratory- 
and greenhouse conditions for their efficiency in controlling apple scab and then more 
thoroughly tested in field trials, if they showed efficiencies above 90 %. Overall, it can be 
concluded, that lime sulphur shows the highest potential to substitute copper products during 
the scab season. Copper hydroxide products can be placed second in their potential to reduce 
copper. Wettable sulphur-, calcium hydroxide- and potassium hydrogen carbonate products 
were found to reduce the total amount of copper to be applied per season in a limited extent. 
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