
In the period from 2011 to 2016, a collaborative research project to reduce the use of copper 
in the control strategy against apple scab (Venturia inaequalis) was carried out in the four 
major fruit growing regions in Germany. The main subject of investigation were combined 
strategies using alternative compounds. One of the few alternative plant protection products 
to prevent scab infestation is CURATIO® (lime sulphur), which was tested in different dose 
rates and timings during the infection process. In the field trials, CURATIO® showed very 
good protective, stopping and even curative effects. Especially during the germination 
period, the degrees of efficiency were consistently high to very high. Used in this period, 
CURATIO® always showed better results than the comparative products Stulln® (wettable 
sulphur) and VitiSan® (potassium hydrogen carbonate). Using the authorized application 
rates between 6.0 and 7.5 l per hectare/meter tree height in the period after flowering, 
reliable stopping effects were found even under adverse weather conditions as cool 
temperatures and wetness. Even the limitations of the product became distinguishable 
within the project work: slight reductions of application rates or of used amounts of water led 
to considerably reduced efficiencies.      
The project was funded by "Bundesprogramm Ökologischer Landbau und andere Formen 
nachhaltiger Landwirtschaft". 
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