
Control of apple scab (  in organic apple production is mainly based on 
copper and sulphur sprays. A reduction of the total amount of metallic copper is intended. 
New products or strategies to replace copper sprays at least partially are needed. In a 
research project, funded in BÖLN, biocontrol agents were assessed for their efficacy against 
apple scab in greenhouse trials by artificial inoculation of potted apple trees. Applications 
were done protectively or curatively and the rain fastness of products and mixtures was 
tested after protective applications. The formulated yeast 2H13 raised the efficacy of low 
copper doses to the significance level of the tenfold copper dose after protective application 
of the mixtures, but did not increase the curative activity of Vitisan.  Neu 1143F significantly 
reduced scab severity after curative applications. Addition of wettable sulphur to Neu 1143F 
increased its curative activity. Pre-emptive and repeated application of homoeopatic plant 
strengtheners to the irrigation water increased the curative efficacy of the mixture of Vitisan 
+ wettable sulphur on potted apple trees. Herewith, new tools for scab control strategies 
were identified and strategies using these tools should be further tested in field trials. 
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