
A survey for the recognition of harmful and beneficial fauna present in organic plantations 
of Japanese rose ( ) and raspberry was carried out. Monitoring was performed 
by random sampling of leaves and fruits once a month and by using pheromone traps for 
raspberry cane midge ( ) and for tortrix moths (  and 

). In raspberry plantations limited infestations of aphids and thrips were 
noted, also restricted to few plantations. Tortrix moths were also very limited in number of 
individuals, while quite abundant were larvae of . When considering 
the mites, the two-spotted spider mite was found in all 6 plantations examined, while 
raspberry leaf and bud mite ( ), vector of the raspberry leaf spot virus, 
was detected only in 2 out of 6 plantations. A quite diverse population of beneficial fauna 
was observed in these plantations. Phytoseiidae were found in 2 plantations and Tydeidae 
in 5. Predators such as Anthocoridae, green lacewings (Chrysopidae) ladybirds and 
Cecidomyidae were quite common. Laboratory breeding of  larvae 
allowed to obtain 7 different species of parasitoids belonging to 4 families (Bethylidae, 
Eulophidae, Ichneumonidae and Pteromalidae). In case of Japanese rose plantations, both 
pests and beneficial fauna showed a more complex population structure. Larvae of several 
species of moths belonging to Pterophoridae (plume moths), Geometridae (

) and Lasiocampidae were collected. Among the pests affecting the fruits, 
 and  were the most diffuse, while 

 was detected only in one plantation. Several species for which Japanese rose is 
not considered a host plant were also observed. Numerous parasitoids belonging to 
Ichneumonidae were present in the plantations.  
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